
Disaster Event – Tropical Cyclone Oswald and Associated Rainfall and Flooding,  
21-29 January 2013 

Version Twenty-Nine (29)   Current as at 12 July 2013 

 
Event and Timing –  
Strong winds, heavy rainfall and flooding in 
Northwest Queensland and the far north to 
south east coast of Queensland associated 
with Ex-Tropical Cyclone Oswald, which 
crossed the coast between Pormpuraaw and 
Kowanyama as a Category 1 cyclone on 21 
January 2013 and continued to move inland 
and down the coast. 

Assistance Activated –  
The Minister for Police and Community Safety, 
The Honourable Jack Dempsey MP activated 
the Commonwealth/ State Natural Disaster 
Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA). 
 
The Prime Minister, The Honourable Julia 
Gillard MP, has approved Category C Grants 
and the Category D Exceptional Disaster 
Assistance Scheme under the 
Commonwealth/State Natural Disaster Relief 
and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NDRRA Relief Measures Activated  
• Category A – Counter Disaster Operations  
• Category A – Personal Hardship Assistance Scheme 
• Category B – Essential Services Safety & Reconnection Scheme 
• Category B – Freight Subsidies for Primary Producers 
• Category B – Natural Disaster Assistance (Concessional Loans) for Primary Producers 
• Category B – Natural Disaster Assistance (Concessional Loans) for Small Business 
• Category B – Restoration of Essential Public Assets 
• Category C – Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Non-

Profit Organisations 
• Category C – Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary 

Producers 
• Category C – Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Small 

Businesses 
• Category D – Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme 

 
Area formally defined (by the Minister for Police and Community Safety, The Honourable 
Jack Dempsey MP) for receipt of NDRRA Relief measures – 
 
“Communities within the defined areas of northwest Queensland and the far north to south east 
coast of Queensland affected by Tropical Cyclone Oswald and associated rainfall and flooding, 
21-29 January 2013”. 
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 Cat A Cat A Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat C Cat C Cat C 

LGA 
Counter 
Disaster 

Operations 

Personal 
Hardship 

Assistance 
Scheme 

Essential 
Services 
Safety & 

Reconnection 
Scheme 

Freight 
Subsidies for 

Primary 
Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Primary 

Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Small 

Business 

Restoration 
of Essential 

Public 
Assets 

Special Disaster 
Assistance (Clean-
Up and Recovery 
Grants) for Non-

Profit 
Organisations 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Primary 
Producers 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Small 
Businesses 

Aurukun Shire Council 
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Balonne Shire Council       
 

Activated 
11/03/13 

  
 

Banana Shire Council 
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 2 

 

Brisbane City Council 
 

Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

  
 

Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
07/02/13 

  
 

Bundaberg Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

Burdekin Shire Council 
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

  
 

Burke Shire Council 
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

  
 

Cairns Regional Council 
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

        
 

Carpentaria Shire 
Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

  
 

Cassowary Coast 
Regional Council 

 
Activated 
24/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
31/01/13 

  
 

Central Highlands 
Regional Council 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

  
 

Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
27/02/13 3 

 

Cherbourg Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

   
 

Activated 
30/01/13 

  
 

Cloncurry Shire Council       
 

Activated 
30/01/13 

  
 

Cook Shire Council 
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 
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 Cat A Cat A Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat C Cat C Cat C 

LGA 
Counter 
Disaster 

Operations 

Personal 
Hardship 

Assistance 
Scheme 

Essential 
Services 
Safety & 

Reconnection 
Scheme 

Freight 
Subsidies for 

Primary 
Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Primary 

Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Small 

Business 

Restoration 
of Essential 

Public 
Assets 

Special Disaster 
Assistance (Clean-
Up and Recovery 
Grants) for Non-

Profit 
Organisations 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Primary 
Producers 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Small 
Businesses 

Croydon Shire Council       
 

Activated 
24/04/13 

  
 

Doomadgee Aboriginal 
Shire Council       

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

  
 

Etheridge Shire Council 
 

Activated 
31/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
31/01/13 

  
 

Fraser Coast Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

Gladstone Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
25/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 4 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 4 

Gold Coast City Council 
 

Activated 
31/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
31/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
27/02/13 5 

 

Goondiwindi Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
31/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

 
Activated 
31/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 

 

Gympie Regional Council 
 

Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

Hinchinbrook Shire 
Council 

 
Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Activated 
08/03/13 

 
Activated 
08/03/13 

 
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

  
 

Hope Vale Aboriginal 
Shire Council       

 
Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Ipswich City Council 
 

Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
31/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 6 

 

Isaac Regional Council 
 

Activated 
27/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
06/02/13 

  
 

Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Lockhart River Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
25/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

  
 

Lockyer Valley Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 
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 Cat A Cat A Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat C Cat C Cat C 

LGA 
Counter 
Disaster 

Operations 

Personal 
Hardship 

Assistance 
Scheme 

Essential 
Services 
Safety & 

Reconnection 
Scheme 

Freight 
Subsidies for 

Primary 
Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Primary 

Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Small 

Business 

Restoration 
of Essential 

Public 
Assets 

Special Disaster 
Assistance (Clean-
Up and Recovery 
Grants) for Non-

Profit 
Organisations 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Primary 
Producers 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Small 
Businesses 

Logan City Council 
 

Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
05/02/13 

 
 

Activated 
27/02/13 

 

Mackay Regional Council 
 

Activated 
27/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
07/02/13 

  
 

Mapoon Aboriginal Shire 
Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Maranoa Regional 
Council       

 
Activated 
11/03/13 

  
 

McKinlay Shire Council       
 

Activated 
29/01/13 

  
 

Moreton Bay Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
06/02/13 

  
 

Mornington Shire Council       
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

  
 

Napranum Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Northern Peninsula Area 
Regional Council       

 
Activated 
01/02/13 

  
 

North Burnett Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

 
Activated 
04/02/13 

Palm Island Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
24/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Pormpuraaw Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
05/02/13 

  
 

Redland City Council 
 

Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
07/02/13 

  
 

Rockhampton Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
25/01/13 

 
Activated 
25/01/13 1 

 
Activated 
25/01/13 1 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
27/02/13 

 

Scenic Rim Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 
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1 Personal Hardship Assistance Scheme (PHAS) and Essential Services Safety and Reconnection Scheme (ESSR) activation is limited to the town of Rockhampton and the areas immediately 

surrounding Rockhampton.  
  

 Cat A Cat A Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat B Cat C Cat C Cat C 

LGA 
Counter 
Disaster 

Operations 

Personal 
Hardship 

Assistance 
Scheme 

Essential 
Services 
Safety & 

Reconnection 
Scheme 

Freight 
Subsidies for 

Primary 
Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Primary 

Producers 

Natural Disaster 
Assistance 

(Concessional 
Loans) for Small 

Business 

Restoration 
of Essential 

Public 
Assets 

Special Disaster 
Assistance (Clean-
Up and Recovery 
Grants) for Non-

Profit 
Organisations 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Primary 
Producers 

Special Disaster 
Assistance 

(Clean-Up and 
Recovery Grants) 

for Small 
Businesses 

Somerset Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 

 

South Burnett Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 

 

Southern Downs 
Regional Council 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated  
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 8 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 8 

 
Activated 
11/02/13 7 

Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
06/02/13 

 
 

Activated 
27/02/13 

 

Tablelands Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
07/02/13 

  
 

Toowoomba Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
29/01/13 

 
 

Activated 
11/02/13 

 

Torres Shire Council 
 

Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
16/04/13 

  
 

Torres Strait Island 
Regional Council 

 
Activated 
22/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
25/01/13 

  
 

Western Downs Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
28/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 
30/01/13 

 
Activated 

30/04/13 10 

 
Activated 
27/02/13 

 
Activated 
30/04/13 9 

Whitsunday Regional 
Council 

 
Activated 
27/01/13 

     
 

Activated 
07/02/13 

  
 

Woorabinda Aboriginal 
Shire Council       

 
Activated 
15/02/13 

  
 

Wujal Wujal Aboriginal 
Shire Council       

 
Activated 
24/01/13 

  
 

Yarrabah Aboriginal 
Shire Council       

 
Activated 
01/02/13 
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2 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary Producers activation is limited to the portion of the Banana Shire Council that is: 

• West of the Callide and Auburn Ranges; and 

• East of the Banana and Cooper ranges and then east of the Baralaba-Rannes Road. 
3 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary Producers activation is limited to the portion of the Central Highlands Regional Council that is: 

• South of the Fitzroy River and the northern boundary of the Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council area; and  

• East of the Duaringa-Baralaba Road including all of the Roxborough Property. 
4 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Non-Profit Organisations and Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Small Businesses activation is 

limited to the Boyne and Baffle Creek catchments of Gladstone Regional Council. 
5 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary Producers activation is limited to the portion of the Gold Coast City Council that is: 

• Division 5 as identified by the Electoral Commission Queensland; and 

• East of the Pacific Motorway, north of Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road and west of Alberton Road. 
6 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary Producers activation is limited to the portion of the Ipswich City Council defined as Division 10, as identified by the 

Electoral Commission Queensland. 
7 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Non-Profit Organisations and Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Small Businesses activation is 

limited to the portion of the Southern Downs Regional Council that is: 

• East of Keoghs Rd, Old Stanthorpe Rd and the New England Highway to where it joins the Cunningham Highway; and 

• North of the Cunningham Highway and east of the Warwick Pratton Rd. 
8 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Primary Producers activation is limited to the portion of the Southern Downs Regional Council that is: 

• East and north of a line formed by the New England Highway from Cottonvale to Warwick; and 

• The Cunningham Highway from Warwick to the boundary with Goondiwindi Regional Council. 
9 Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Non-Profit Organisations and Special Disaster Assistance (Clean-Up and Recovery Grants) for Small Businesses activation is 

limited to the portion of the Western Downs Regional Council that is: 

• The township of Chinchilla. 
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Appendix  Two 
 

CATEGORY D RELIEF MEASURES – Tropical Cyclone Oswald and Associated Rainfall and Flooding 21-29 January 2013 
 
 

LGA Exceptional Disaster Assistance 
Scheme 

LGA Exceptional Disaster Assistance 
Scheme 

Banana Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 1 

Logan City Council  
Activated 27/02/13 

Bundaberg Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

North Burnett Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Central Highlands Regional Council  
Activated 27/02/13 2 

Rockhampton Regional Council  
Activated 27/02/13 

Fraser Coast Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Scenic Rim Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Gladstone Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council  
Activated 27/02/13 

Gold Coast City Council  
Activated 27/02/13 3 

Somerset Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Goondiwindi Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13  

South Burnett Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Gympie Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Southern Downs Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 5 

Ipswich City Council  
Activated 15/02/13 4 

Toowoomba Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Lockyer Valley Regional Council  
Activated 15/02/13 

Western Downs Regional Council   
Activated 27/02/13 

 

1 Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme is limited to the portion of the Banana Shire Council that is: 

• West of the Callide and Auburn Ranges; and 

• East of the Banana and Cooper ranges and then east of the Baralaba-Rannes Road. 
2 Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme is limited to the portion of the Central Highlands Regional Council that is: 

• South of the Fitzroy River and the northern boundary of the Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council area; and  

• East of the Duaringa-Baralaba Road including all of the Roxborough Property.. 
3 Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme is limited to the portion of the Gold Coast City Council that is: 

• Division 5 as identified by the Electoral Commission Queensland; and 

• East of the Pacific Motorway, north of Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road and west of Alberton Road. 
4 Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme is limited to the portion of the Ipswich City Council defined as Division 10, as identified by the Electoral Commission Queensland. 
5 Exceptional Disaster Assistance Scheme is limited to the portion of the Southern Downs Regional Council that is: 

• East and north of a line formed by the New England Highway from Cottonvale to Warwick; and 

• The Cunningham Highway from Warwick to the boundary with Goondiwindi Regional Council. 
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